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THE POWER OF THE WALK!

The Best Buddies Friendship Walk is a powerful
social movement that supports inclusion and ac-
ceptance. Since 2009, more than 40,000 partici-
pants have walked in over 24 states, and raised
over 3 million dollars for Best Buddies. Ultimately,
the Friendship Walk changes lives, as participants
walk for inclusion, friendship, leadership, and op-
portumty for people with and without IDD.

Over the years, our walks have made a profound
impact in communities nationwide, especially for
individuals with IDD. Every Friendship Walk pro-
motes an atmosphere for new friendships, promis-
es opportunities, and most of all, inclusion for all
people. This is where you can make a difference!
You can make new friends, and promote communi-
ty inclusion simply by participating in this year’s
Friendship Walk. Walk for inclusion. Walk for
friendship. Walk for a better community.

OUR MISSION

The Best Buddies mission is to establish a global
volunteer movement that creates opportunities for
one-to-one friendship, integrated employment, and
leadership development for people with IDD.

OUR MOVEMENT

Best Buddies envisions a world where people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) are
so successfully integrated into our schools, our
workplaces, and our general communities that our
current efforts and services will be unnecessary.

Until that vision becomes a reality, we will continue to
educate middle school, high school, and college stu-
dents, community members, corporations, and em-
ployers about the emotional, functional, and natural
needs and abilities of people with IDD.

HOW RAISING MONEY HELPS?

Every step we take, every dollar we raise, plays a
fundamental role in supporting and establishing Best
Buddies programs. Across the country and even in
other parts of the world, these programs will impact
the lives of over 700,000 people this year. Best Bud-
dies will lead nearly 70,000 participants with and
without IDD, in creating one-to-one friendships and
raising awareness in their communities. Best Bud-
dies offers opportunities for social inclusion and lead-
ership development as well as supported employ-
ment programs to provide the necessary tools for
people with IDD to become more independent and
valued members of our society.

BEST BUDDIES PORGRAMS

FRIENDSHIP
Best Buddies Middle Schools

Best Buddies High Schools
Best Buddies Colleges
Best Buddies Citizens
E-Buddies

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
AND ADVOCACY
Best Buddies Ambassadors

Best Buddies Promoters

EMPLOYMENT
Best Buddies Jobs

To learn more about our programs or how to get
involved, please visit our local state office or go
to WWW.BESTBUDDIESFLORIDA.ORG



