Overall Findings and Conclusion

Numerous studies in other localities found that adult entertainment uses
have negative secondary impacts such as increased crime rates, depreciation
of property values, deterioration of community character and the quality of
urban life.

There has been a rapid growth in the number of adult entertainment uses
in New York City. Between 1984. and 1993, the number of such uses
increased from 131 to 177. The number of video/book storesipeep shows
almost tripled and there was a 26 percent increase in topless/nude bars.
Adult theaters declined by 52 percent.

Adult entertainment is more readily accessible in NYC than it was ten years
ago. There are more such establishments in a greater number of communi.
ties. Adult videos are produced in greater numbers and at lower costs. They
are often available in general interest video stores as well as those devoted
exclusively to adult entertainment. Cable television has significantly
increased the availability of adult viewing material. Adult material is also
available at newsstands and book stores.

Adult entertainment uses tend to concentrate. The number of community
districts with seven or more adult uses increased from three to eight over the
last ten years. Seventy five percent of the adult uses are located in ten of the
city’s 59 Community Districts. In Manhattan, adult uses cluster in central
locations, such as the Times Square area. In the other boroughs, adult uses
appear to cluster along major vehicular routes, such as Queens Boulevard
and Third Avenue in Brooklyn, that connect outer reaches of the city and
suburbs to the central business district.

Studies- of adult entertainment uses in areas where they are highly
concentrated, such as Times Square and Chelsea, identified a number of
significant negative secondary impacts. In the Times Square area property
owners, theater operators and other business people overwhelmingly believe
that their businesses are adversely affected. An analysis of criminal
complaints indicated a substantially higher incidence of criminal activity in
the Times Square area where adult uses are most concentrated. In addition,
the study found that the rate of increase in assessed property values Jor
study blocks with adult uses grew at a slower rate than control blocks
without adult uses.

DCP’s survey of areas with less dense concentrations of adult uses found.
Jewer impacts than the study of the Times Square area. However, community
leaders expressed concerns that adult uses impact negatively on the
community and they strongly fear the potential results of proliferation.

The strongest negative reactions to adult entertainment uses come from
residents living near them. '
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*  Where respondens indicated that their businesses or neighborhoods had not
yet been adversely affected by adult uses, ghis bpically occurred in Study
areas with isolated adult yses, Moreover, these Same respondents Yypically
Stated that an incrense in such uses would negatively impact them,
Community residenss Jear the consequences of potential proliferation ang

® Most real estate brokers report thay adult entertainment establishments are
' Pperceived to negatively qffers nrearby property valyes and decrease markes

estate appraisers.

* Adult use accessory business signs are generally larger, more often
illuminated, and graphic (sexually-ariented) compared with the signs of
other nearby commercial yses, Community residents view this signage as oy
of keeping with neighborkood charactey and are concerned about the
exposure of minors to sexuq] images.

e
hments differently from other commercial establishments. The experience of other Jjurisdic-
tions, the city’s historic experience in Times Square, studies performed by the TSBID and
the Chelsea Business Survey, and DCP's Own survey establish the negative effects of adyl
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